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ALTHOUGH I have found, as every practitioner
must have done, that antimonial emetics afford very
great relief in the early stage of the hooping-cough,
and at a time when the patients, and especially very
younrg patients, are oppressed and nearly suffocated
by phlegm; yet I have been generally disappointed
when I have attempted to cure this disorder, by Dr.
Fothergill's emetic powder, frequently repeated, and
persisted in for a considerable length of time, cone
formably to the directions given by that physician.
In fact, when we administer that, or any other
vomiting medicine, we do little more t allate
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a particular symptom, without Makian much, if any,
impression ou the proximate cause of the disease.
The cough and spasmodic iffection of the respiratory
organs are mitigated for the time by the administra-
tion of an emetic; but under such treatment these
symptoms toQ commonly recur at the stated periods,
with as much violence as before.

I have, therefore, found it necessary to deviate
very considerably from Dr. Fotbergill's plan, em-
ploying emetics much less frequendy, and for a mucb
shorter time than he directs.

After the accumulation of phlegm has been
brought away by an antimonial vomit, I prescribe a
medicine compounded ot opium, ipecacuanha, and
prepared natron. To a child between one and two
years old, I give this medicine in the following propor-
tions, viz.: one drop of tincture of opium, fve drops
of ipecacuanha-wine, and jwo grains of prepared
matron, made into a small draught with swrup and-
water, and: repeated every fourth hour, for several
days; tAking care to remove costiveness, whenever
it occurs, by c-alom'el and rhubarb. These draughts
operath as an antispasmodic, producing at the same-
time" some diaphoretic effect. 'Having stated the
dbse, f6r an' infant after the first year, it will be easy
to apportion the quantity to other ages.

V'ious narcotics (suci as hemlock, hyoscyamus,
b>Mdinin, ace.) hlve been reco'mnended in i
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aisorder, by difi'erent practitioners. I am dispospd
to believe they have all proved serviceable, though
I have never had a desire to prescribe them in thq
hooping-cough, myself, having always found opiuu
to answer my purpose. Anid those practitioners, (I
am persuaded) would have found it unnecessary to
employ such a variety of narcotic druas, if they had
previously tried tlhe effects of opiuiii, in proper doses
and in combination with proper auxiliaries.

It is obvious, thiat the ipecacuanlha lwine, in the
small doses above-mentionied, is not intended to.
operate as an emetic. In what nmaimner the fixed
alkali proves serviceable, I shall not at present hazard
a conjecture; but I can assure the Society, that the
same beneficial effects are not produced by opi(um
and ipecacuanlha alone. Perhaps the vegetable fixed
alkali might answer equally well with thie prepared
natron; but this I canniot assert from any comnpara-
tive trials*.

When, by the use of the abov-e-nmentioned medicine
for some days, the hoopinig-cougli paroxysins are l'en-

What iiiduced me in the first instance to prescribe the
prepared natron along with the ipecacuaniha and opium, was
the sour smell of the slimy fluid brotuglht away bry voniiting.-
Perceiving the good effects of the n.atron, I continued it; anidsinlce that time I have always joineri the alk!ili with the other
remedies. But although that circumstanlce first led me to pre-scribe the fixed alkali in the hooping-cov-li; yet I am by uomeans disposed to refer its beneficial operatiou in such cases,amerely tX its power of correcting a¢idity.
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dered less fiequent and less violent, the ipecacuanha-
wine is omitted, and a sufficient dose of the gum
myrrh is substituted in its place; the quantity of
opiate tincture is diminished, while the proportion of
alkaline salt remains the same. The gunm myrrh I
have found preferable in this disorder to the Peruvian
bark, especially in the instance of very young chil-
drei. In the form of combination last mentioned,
it prnves sufficiently tonic, and at the same time has
a tendency to prevent costivelness.

While I recommend to the notice of the society
the medicinies above-mentioned, in the treatment of
hooping-cough, I wish it to be understood, that they
are not to supersede the use of bleeding, blistering,
anid other anti-inflammatory measures whienever this
disorder is accompanied with evident symptoms of
pneumonia: and even when the hooping-couglh is
not complicated with inflammation of the lungs, yet
if the resliratory action be much disturbed from
spasm or otherwise, a blister may be applied at any
period of the disorder with advantage.


